
Siemens, one of the global leaders in electronics and electrical engineering, uses the IRISXtract™ classification 

and data capture solution of IRIS for the full digitization of patent files. 

The IRIS solution automatically captures more than 200.000 patent procedures annually and transfers the data 

to the Intranet-based data and workflow management system IPAS (Intellectual Property Application System) 

from unycom Information Technology services. There, a complete electronic file is created, the contents of 

which are available to all Siemens patent departments at the touch of a button, anytime, anywhere. 

THE SOLUTION:

For large businesses such as Siemens intellectual property has strategic importance. Some 450 persons 

working at over 20 international locations are involved in the development, securing, utilization, and the 

marketing of commercial patent rights for Siemens. Each of the 20 patent departments acts as a node in a 

network of inventors, decision makers in the operational divisions, patent offices, and patent lawyers.
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At its center is the „Intellectual Property Support“ (IPS) specialty unit located in Munich. About 210.000 

transactions are processed there annually, most of which are paper-based documents featuring a wide range 

of lay-outs and content. 

To ensure all employees in the patent departments worldwide have access to all relevant data regarding patent 

rights, Siemens uses the data and workflow management system IPAS, creating digital patent documents. 

Initially, however, Siemens had been entering the data manually. In order to make this time-consuming and 

costly process more efficient, IRIS implemented an automated classification and data capture solution on the 

basis of IRISXtract™. 

The solution focuses on the complex classification of a wide range of document types. This task is performed 

by the Digital Mailroom Automation solution of IRIS, that maps the documents to be processed to one of 

approximately 250 different document classes.

Since this concerns a very sensitive and enterprise-critical topic — the treatment of patent procedures — IRIS 

uses a sophisticated system of complementary classification procedures as well as complex validation rules, as 

improperly captured data can result in the loss of patent rights in the worst-case scenario.

All documents are already captured in the incoming mail and forwarded to IPAS with the IRIS system. By 

consequence, Siemens is able to bridge the final media conversion and complete the electronic patent 

document procedure. 

Access, distribution, and editing of documents in the worldwide network of the Siemens patent departments 

is now more streamlined and much more efficient. Siemens now has a holistic solution for the end-to-end IP 

administrative process.
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CONTACTS

IRIS AG
Heussstrasse 23 

52078 Aachen 

Germany 

Tel: +49 (0) 241 920350 

info-de@iriscorporate.com

IRIS SA
Rue du Bosquet, 10 

1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 

Belgium 

Tel: +32 (0) 10 45 13 64 

info-de@iriscorporate.com

IRIS INC.
955 NW 17th Avenue, Unit A 

Delray Beach, FL, 33445 

USA 

Tel: +1 (561) 404 2690 

info-de@iriscorporate.com

ABOUT US

Image Recognition Integrated Systems (IRIS) is a leading provider of 

‘Content to Process‘ technologies‘. IRIS offers solutions for auto-

matic invoice and order processing, HR and supplier records as 

well as case management in legal, healthcare, and finance sectors.

IRIS provides technologies and solutions that capture data and 

information contained in documents, which are relevant to busi-

ness processes. The goal is to make the data easily available while 

reducing operating costs. 
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